Hiller UH12E, VH-MJV, Darwin NT., 11 Mar. 87, Non - commercial - aerial mustering.

The pilot was directing cattle through a gate when a cow turned and began to walk back towards the helicopter.  It stopped in front of the aircraft before charging.  The pilot applied back-cyclic and up collective in an attempt to avoid the animal but the tail rotor struck the ground.  The helicopter began to yaw and the pilot landed the aircraft immediately.  It continued to yaw after landing and the landing skid assembly was substantially damaged.

