Hiller UH12E, VH-HJW, St. Pauls Stn. QLD., 27 Feb. 87, Ferry

During the descent the pilot heard a loud bang, following which the engine stopped.  An autorotation descent was carried out for a landing onto the clearest available area - a dry river bed. The helicopter touched down with some forward speed on the soft sand, pitched forward and rolled over.  An inspection of the wreckage revealed that a connecting rod big-end had failed.

