Bell 47-G2, VH-RFY, Maroochydore QLD., 25 Jan 87, Charter – passenger Operations.

The helicopter was being flown along a beach at 500 feet above ground level when the engine lost power without warning. The pilot turned the engine into the wind and carried out an autorotation.  The subsequent landing was heavy, in soft, uneven sand.  Both occupants evacuated the helicopter while the rotor blades 

were still turning.  The pilot stated that as he was about to return to the helicopter and turn off the fuel and switches, the right skid broke through the sand and the helicopter lurched to the right rear, causing the main rotor blade to sever the tail boom.

